
Term 3 Week 2
05 August 2021

FRIDAY SCHOOL SHARING - ROOM 3 

Cooking with Ms Ridge (above) and Drama with 
Mr McGowan (below)  - One of the MANY fun 
activities on our FUN FOCUS THURSDAYS. 

Te Reo and Opua School

As a school we have always had the desire and 
drive to incorporate more Te Reo into every 

day learning at Opua School and to extend our 
wonderful Kapa Haka experiences. 

This Term we have extended Matua Horrace’s 
contract in order for us to create our new Kapa 
Haka group - TE ROOPU WHAKANGAHAU 

O TE KURA O OPUA. 

We asked for interested pupils (from Year 3 
- Year 8) to come forward and ‘apply’ for the 

group and we had an amazing number of keen 
participants. The group will start practising two 
time a week and there will also be an overnight 

wananga sometime this term and a trip to a 
Kapa Haka festival to see what it’s all about. 

Whaea Ramari will be spending time in Rooms 
1-4 on alternate Mondays, working with pupils 

and teachers to help our tamariki expand 
their Te Reo vocabulary and knowledge. 

We are excited for the future. 

Taylor Crisp Shaniqua Miyah Israel

Mason Charlie Cameron D Joanna

Kyan Gweny Millie Lola

Te Aroha Ari Kenzie Sakura

Tuffy Jess Logan Annie

Louisa Isla Ryder Jojo

Jahleah Ceazar RJ Ava

Emma Kotahi Ngapuhi Sonny

Kyla Trey

TE ROOPU WHAKANGAHAU O TE KURA O OPUA



I would like to give our parent community plenty of notice that the end of 
our school year in December will now be on Friday, 10th December. 

The school year will finish on that date at 3pm following our end of year Talent 
Show. I recognise that this is unusually early and so wanted to give everyone 
plenty of notice. 

This date is early because of 2 reasons:

[a] This 2021 school year is unusually short anyway [190 school days] due to 
where the bank holidays have fallen. 2022 is 2 days longer and 2023 is 3 days 
longer. 

[b] Following government rules and after Board of Trustees approval, the school 
will be closed for the last 3 days for Teacher Only days. 

All teachers will be attending the final set of Professional Learning and 
Development days at school from Monday, 13th December through to 5.00pm on 
Wednesday, 15th December.

The first 2 days are training around being ready to deliver ‘Real-time’ reporting 
of achievement to parents from the start of 2022 and the third day is for Level 1 
St John’s First Aid training for the whole of our staff and up to 9 members of our 
community who would like to pay the St John’s fee and train with us.

Please Note: Under the teachers’ Collective Agreement, there are 8 school days 
over the three years of their Agreement with the government that can be taken 
as Teacher Only Days as long as our Parent Community are given a minimum of 
one term’s notice. We have to take all these days before the middle of 2022 and 
we didn’t take many in the first year of the agreement due to Covid so the training 
days have got somewhat squeezed together. These 3 days are our last 3 days 
of the 8 allowed and it should be the last occasion when I have to make such an 
announcement.
Please also note that all of this training is very important [and benefits our 
children, parents and community as well as our teachers] but, at the same time, 
I am very mindful that this can be a challenge and very inconvenient for our 
parents hence the long notice time. I don’t make these announcements or take 
these decisions lightly.
Thank you all very much for your support and understanding.

End of Our School Year
 Kia ora koutou



FIRST AID TRAINING 
OPPORTUNITY

On Wednesday, 13 December from 8.30am 

to 5.00pm, all our staff are receiving 

First Aid training directly from St Johns 

resulting in all of us attaining Level 1 

certification and being ready to best help 

children and adults with any injuries. 

On that day we are allowed to have up to 

20 participants. Our school staff will take 

up 11 of these places. 9 other places are 

available that I would like to offer to our 

parent community first. Obviously, they 

are very useful skills and it is a very good 

qualification to have  and paying for the 

course would also help the school with the 

large fee it has to pay for the course.

This course covers NZQA unit standards 

6401 & 6402 and you will receive a First 

Aid level 1 certificate.

The day-long course and the qualification 

paperwork costs $99.00

If you would like to reserve a place, please 

see either Maree or Simon at school. We 

will have to take the first 9 who reserve 

a place. A $25 deposit to reserve a place 

would be appreciated.

* * * * * * * *

6 August - Room 3 sharing 2-3pm

* * * * * * * *

10 August - ki o rahi training - years 5-8

* * * * * * * *

13 August - Fundraiser Sausage Sizzle for 

 Room 5 - Helping to subsidise entry costs for 

the beast - fun race

* * * * * * * *

13 August - titoki sharing 2-3pm

* * * * * * * *

18 August - Bay of Islands College  

Orientation Day - year 8s

* * * * * * * *

1 September - Opua School Cross Country

* * * * * * * *

10 September - PTA Fun Run Fundraiser

* * * * * * * *

17 September - Karetu Cross Country 

* * * * * * * *

29 & 30 September 

Student-Led Conferences

* * * * * * * *

1 OCTOBER - Term 3 Ends

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING?



PTA    FUNDRAISER    -    FUN RUN
As part of the fundraising programme for school trips and camps, the PTA are holding

a Fun Run at School for the entire student body. 
The run aims to involve the children and the wider school community in fundraising as 

a group, embodying our AWHINA values, while having fun with peers.

Date: Friday the 10 th September (if its raining it may be postponed)
Time: 9.15am – 1pm

Student expectations

• Where possible, approach family and community members for sponsorship. 
The fun run will be held on September 10th so all sponsorship should be secured by 
September 9th.  
• Children will be put into groups of 4-5 and will walk/run continuously around the 
field/track for 15minutes, the aim being to walk/run as many laps as possible
• Sponsorship can be per lap or a flat rate. For example, Student A takes 1 minute 
to run a lap of the school. Grandma sponsors them 50cents a lap, and they run for 15 
minutes. Money earned = $7.00. Another sponsor gives them $20 for doing the event. 
Total money earned = $27

Community Support

• Each child will be given a time schedule of when they will be running on the day. 
Parental support and assistance would be greatly appreciated. You may participate 

with your child. 
• Sausage sizzle and cake stall will also be running during the day.  
Donations greatly appreciated. 

Details of the event
• Date: Friday the 10th Sep (if its raining it may be postponed)
• Time: 9.15am – 1pm 
• Children must bring their own bottle of water and appropriate  
clothes/shoes to run in.

Please support your child by getting out to your wider community to gather 
sponsorship. You can approach family members, neighbours and local businesses, as 
it all helps to make school trips and camps possible. 

We will provide the students with a form at the end of the event showing how many 
laps they completed.  The schools bank account number will be included to enable a 
direct debit or return the sponsorship money to Maree at the office with your child’s 
sponsor form. 
There will be a prize for the student who raises the most money, a prize for running 
the most laps and spot prizes. 





D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?

Ever seen Olympians biting their medals during the awards ceremony and wondered 
why they do that? Well, it harks back to ages past, where merchants would check a 
coin was indeed the precious metal they required and not a lead forgery. A lead coin 
would leave teeth marks, while a gold coin would not.

Olympic medals are not made of gold but only finished with gold. They are mostly 
made of silver in this day and age. The last time they were made entirely of gold was 
in the 1904 Olympic Games.

THE TRADITION OF BITING 
OLYMPIC MEDALS



D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?
Rules have been put in place to make the Olympics the fairest and most level playing field possible, 
but that is not to say that athletes have not taken advantage of loopholes and such in the past.

The Winter Olympic Games introduced the Eddie the Eagle Rule to stop amateurs from competing 
in the Games. The IOC ensured that all competitors in the Games must have finished in the top half 
of an international competition.

Young people were allowed to compete in the Olympics until 1997 when the International Olympic 
Committee ensured only those above the age of 16 could compete. Dimitrios Loundras was the 
youngest ever Olympic athlete, appearing in the 1896 games (AGE 10)

CHILDREN & AMATEURS  
USED TO COMPETE



D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?
Bob Bearman won the long jump in the 1968 Olympic Games in Mexico. His superhuman leap 

registered a remarkable 8.90 metres to become an Olympic record, which to this day stands in the 

competition. Greg Rutherford said of his iconic jump; ‘It was a special jump back then and a special 

jump right now’.

THE LONGEST REMAINING RECORD IN THE 
MODERN OLYMPICS IS NOW 50 YEARS OLD






