9th DECEMBER 2020
Term 4 Week 9

This year, again, I am fortunate to have worked with an experienced and committed group of educators.
They are central to this school’s many achievements. The quality of their teaching and commitment
to the pupils’ success are always apparent. Thank you very much Margaret, Lynette, Ineka, Camilla,
Juliette, Margaret Civil, Michele Wilson and Debbie Cooke.
This week we are saying farewell to Debbie Cooke. We are going to miss Debbie very much. She has
been a wonderful member of staff and has helped keep Room 5 as stable as possible in what has been
an ‘interesting’ year. We wish Debbie all the best and thank her very much.
My public appreciation also goes to Lynne Oldham, Maree, Denny, Kylie and Gaye who have all worked
very hard throughout the year for the benefit of the school, its pupils and its teachers. You are all very
much valued. Have a super Christmas and New Year. There are, obviously, too many other people to
mention who have supported the school and pupils this year but please know that your support, time
and energy are all very much appreciated.
Another one of the many reasons for our success this year is the positive support Opua School receives
from its Board of Trustees. I rely massively on the Chairperson, Malcolm, who has been incredibly
generous offering his wise counsel and educational experience as the leader of our board. Thank
you also to all the trustees; to Michele, Juliette, Glen, Mark and Paul, for supporting the school so
consistently and constructively. Our board is focused on the children’s
School Staffing 2021
achievements: we are very lucky to have you all on ‘board’.
Room 1 Juliette Ridge
Room 2 Camilla Going/
My gratitude to our positive and supportive P.T.A, and to the many superb
Margaret Civil
parents who have, once again, been active in their help and backing this
Room 3 Ineka Halse
year. Finally, and most importantly, to the pupils: You are what this is all
Room 4 Lynette Lindsay
about. I have loved being your Principal again this year. Thank you for the
Room 5 Ramari Pirihi
wonderful memories. Be safe, be happy, enjoy Santa’s visit, look after each
other and keep learning throughout the summer.
Please arrive before 11am

PRIZEGIVING
THURSDAY @ 11am

LAST
DAY

The field will be open for parking.

All welcome!

The last day of school is on the 11th of December. We will have our World
Famous Talent Show from 1.30pm-3pm. Everyone is very welcome to come
along. Please note that school will be finishing at 3pm. Please collect your

child/ren by 3.30pm at the latest as there will be no staff here after 3.30.

Dates for the 2021 School Year
Term 1: 3 February - 16 April
Term 2: 3 May - 9 July;
Term 3: 26 July - 1 October
Term 4: 18 October - 14 December

Thank you.
IF YOU KNOW YOUR CHILD HAS PUT
THEIR NAME DOWN FOR THE TALENT
SHOW AND YOU ALSO KNOW THAT
YOUR CHILD WON’T BE AT SCHOOL ON
FRIDAY - PLEASE LET US KNOW SO WE
HAVE A BETTER IDEA OF WHO TO PUT IN
THE LINE-UP. THANKS!!

P - 09 40 27 840
E- office@opua.school.nz
C - 027 201 4121
www.opua.school.nz
ASB 123 102 0085328 00

**** PTA RAFFLE ****

WE ARE GOING TO BE DRAWING THE PTA CHRISTMAS RAFFLE TOMORROW
Please return all tickets to the school office (sold and unsold) to the school office
first thing in the morning. Thank you all so much for selling the tickets.
We have made just over $1000 for the PTA. All proceeds go towards paying for school
camps, transport for outings and visiting shows.

****ADVANCED NOTICE ****
TEACHER ONLY DAY TERM 1 2021

School will be closed all day on THURSDAY, 18TH MARCH, 2021. All our
teachers will be in Whangarei that day. Our School’s Board of Trustees has
approved this event and school closure. This is the 4th day of 8 permitted
days that teachers have been given by the Government for training
purposes in their latest union’s Collective Agreement running from
1st July 2019 - 30th June 2022.

**** WINNER ****

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO RESPONDED TO OUR CURRICULUM SURVEY
We have drawn a winner from the pile and that winner is....Ara Apiata!
He wins a free school sweatshirt for next year.
The survey is a valuable tool for the staff to base their future planning on
and it helps keep us in touch with our community. Nga mihi.

**** SCHOOL HOLIDAYS ****

YOU ARE MOST WELCOME TO USE THE SCHOOL GROUNDS OVER THE HOLIDAYS
Please feel free to make use of the school grounds over the school holidays.
The pool area is out-of-bounds, but the rest of the school is available to use.
Keep an eye out for any damage or possible security issues. Let us know if
there is anything we need to be aware of ASAP. (contact details on the front of
this Newsletter) Thank you! Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

**** FAREWELL ****

FAREWELL TO ALL THE FAMILIES WHO ARE LEAVING US
We are very sad to say goodbye to all of our wonderful Year 8s. Some of you have been part of Opua
School’s family for a long time, some for only a short time but we will miss you all equally. We are also
saying goodbye to a number of pupils who are heading off to Kerikeri High School. We wish you all
the best and thank you for being a part of our school’s community. If you ARE removing your child/
ren from our roll and haven’t let us know, please contact Simon, a teacher or Maree to let us know:-)

Xmas Parade Float

What a wonderful time we all had on Friday
afternoon and what a magnificent
turn-out by all. For the FIRST TIME Opua
School’s marvellous creation won the prize
for the overall best float! YAY!
We have had so many positive comments
about the float and the enthusiasm from all
attendees.

A HUGE THANK YOU to Amy Crisp,
Courtney Hughes and Gemma Nicholson for
their amazing organisational skills and to the
parents who helped out along the way.

HAVE A LOOK AT OUR NEW SIGNPOST!
Ms Halse and her Enviro Kids have been
working hard, designing, painting and
working with the sign writers at Fusion
Graphics (support local!) to create this
marvellous signpost by the school gate.
It is very interesting to know how far
away these landmarks are.

