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Term 1 Week 4
17TH OCTOBER 201

Just to help everyone with some information about our planning for 2020,  
I need to share the following details with our parent community:

Dates for the 2020 School Year: 
Term 1: Tuesday 4 February - Thursday 9 April;

Term 2: Tuesday 28 April - Friday, 3 July;
Term 3: Monday, 20 July - Friday 25 September;

Term 4: Monday 12 October - Wednesday 16 December 
 

[This is likely to be one day earlier as we usually get a ‘Day in Lieu’ for our Saturday Easter Gala].

**Please note that, over the next two and a half school years, the Ministry 
has allocated 8 extra Teacher Only days to be used by every school  by 

June 2022 [when Collective Agreements run out]. 
 

On these days school will be closed for instruction and parents will need to 
find other means of supervision for their children. 

 
We will always give our parent community at least one term’s  

notice when we are going to take one of these days.  
We will not be taking one in Term 1, 2020.  

Please be prepared that we might be taking one of these in Terms 2, 
3 and 4 next year, though.  

 
We apologise in advance for the inconvenience this will 

cause but it is a nationwide situation affecting all schools so 
extra work can be done that will benefit all children.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR 2020



 AT LAST..... the announcement 
we’ve all been waiting for!!  The 
SCHOLASTIC BOOKFAIR IS BACK - 
bigger, better, and with bouncier 
stationery than ever! Definitely the 
best baubles you’ll ever find for 
your office. Plus each book you buy 
earns the school a commission, so 
it’s a win-win situation! On in Opua 
School Hall from November 4 - 6, 
3pm-5pm Monday and 
Tuesday and 3-6pm 
Wednesday. 

 
Let’s do this and deliver 

for Opua School!

WEDNESDAY 6th NOVEMBER
Opua school will be having a good 

old-fashioned Show Day, with Dr Seuss 
dress-up (to coincide with the Book 

Fair) and we are turning Opua School 
into Whosville for the day.

There will be prizes for the best dressed 
and most imaginitave!

The costumes will also be used for the 
Opua School’s Xmas Parade Float (Dr 

Seuss themed). There are heaps of great 
ideas online for home-made costumes 

and there is a great NZ website for 
cheap stripy items -

www.looksharpstore.co.nz

GREEN-RED- WHITE THEME

WHAT’S 
HAPPENING?

BOOK FAIR 2019

DR SEUSS DAY / 
SHOW DAY

* * * * * * * *
29-31 Oct - Life Education Visit - Whole School

* * * * * * * *
29th October - School Pool Opens

* * * * * * * *
1 Nov - Room 5 TRIP to the Adventure Forest

Halloween Disco 5.30 - 7.30
* * * * * * * *

4-6 Nov - Scholastic Book Fair
* * * * * * * *

6 Nov - Show Day (details to come)
* * * * * * * *

15th Nov - Mufti Day
Room 1 Trip to Adventure World

* * * * * * * *
20 - 22  Nov Room 5 Camp to Lonsdale

* * * * * * * *
22nd Nov - Athletics Day @ Bledisloe

* * * * * * * *
27-29  Nov Room 4 Camp to Coopers Beach

* * * * * * * *
27-29  Nov Room 3 Camp to Lonsdale

* * * * * * * *
3-5 Dec Room 2 Camp to Safari Park

* * * * * * * *
3 Dec - Senior Dance @ The Copthorne

* * * * * * * *
6th Dec - Paihia X Mas Parade 

* * * * * * * *
11th Dec - School Prizegiving

* * * * * * * *
12th Dec - Last day of Term 4

* * * * * * * *



Room 3 situation: Mrs Halse will be moving into Room 3 next year.  
Rooms 1, 4 and 5 will stay with the same teachers.

Room 2 situation: We are in the middle of an application process 
and we already have a good number of applicants which is 
encouraging. Applications close on Monday 28th October at 3pm.  

Interviewees will be selected on Tuesday, 29th October after school by a 
large panel including all teachers, any trustee who wishes to be involved and 
me. Interviews are likely to happen on Monday, 11th November. 

We should be able to inform our parent community who the successful 
candidate and new Room 2 teacher is by Thursday, 14th November.

Principal’s sabbatical: After 32 years in education, I have 
managed, with our Board’s support, to gain a one term sabbatical to 
do some studying and travelling. This is a common thing for principals in 
NZ education and it is fully funded by the Ministry of Education through 
TeachNZ. There is no cost to the school.  

 This means that for Term 1, 2020 I will be away from school. Margaret Lange 
has agreed to ‘step up’ and be Acting Principal during this term. We will be 
employing Michele Wilson full-time for the full term with the extra staffing 
given to us by the Ministry. Margaret will teach Room 5 in the mornings and 
Michele will teach them in the afternoons. If something urgent happens, 
Michele is also always ‘on call’ to step into Room 5 if Margaret needs 
to address something urgently. I am very grateful to both Margaret and 
Michele as this will mean excellent continuity for our Room 5 children. I will 
be back at school on Day 1, Term 2.

If anyone has questions about any of these matters, please don’t hesitate to 
pop in and see me.

MORE IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR 2020

EVEN MORE IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
FOR TERM 1 2020



3rd December

Calendars/Dairies have come in - IF 
you said you would pay via internet 

banking and have not done so,  
please do so asap!

These pupils have been participating in 

Ballroom Dancing lessons since May 

this year. This evening is a culmination 

of all they have learnt and it is a bit of 

a special treat for them all. We would 

like it if all pupils from Years 5 - 8 came 

along to this evening as we believe it is 

a wonderful experience for them.

A note will be coming home with all 

eligible pupils next week. 

To help cover costs we must charge 

a fee - Tickets are $25 each for pupils 

(available from the school office).

A delicious dinner will be served at 

6pm followed by dancing.   

Parents may drop their children off  

anytime between 5.30 and 6pm. At 

7.30pm parents/grandparents/friends 

and caregivers are invited back to 

watch the demonstration dancing.

OPUA SCHOOL PTA DISCO
senior dance

To last year’s trophy and cup winners…  
Thank you for taking care of the trophy/cup for the year...

but could we please have them back? Time has come for 
Opua School to choose the new guardians of the 
trophies and we need to get them engraved for 

this year’s recipients. Please drop them off at 
the school  office….Thank you.

:-)


