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OPUA SCHOOL THUMBPRINT ART TOTE BAGS

Every child who did the thumb print art work last  
term is on this tote bag. 

Good Quality - Great Price
 Only $10 each

Pop in to the school office to purchase them. 

NO SCHOOL SHARING TOMORROW 

Senior Dance - 29th November 

Waitaha Room, Copthorne, Waitangi For 

Years 5 - 8 

We would like it if all invited pupils came 

along to this evening as we believe it is a 

wonderful experience for them.

 Thank you to all of those who have 

already paid. Tickets are $25 each for 

pupils (available from the school office). 

A delicious dinner will be served at  

6pm followed by dancing.  Parents may 

drop their children off anytime between 

5.30 and 6pm. At 7.30pm parents/

grandparents/friends and caregivers are 

invited back to watch the  

demonstration dancing.
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Listening to Feedback
As we move rapidly towards the end of the school year, I wanted to thank all our 
parents and community members who, at various events and in a number of different 
ways have given us excellent feedback this year. I am eager to assure everyone that 
we do listen very carefully to your feedback and do our very best to act of it. Two 
examples of this are:

Camps: As soon as I started here as 
principal almost six years ago now, 
parents have been regularly asking 
me for more and better camps. Six 
years ago we only had one camp for 
one night on the school premises, 
in tents. We now have three camps 
off premises and, from next year, all 
three of those camps will be for two 
nights, three days. Our recent camps 
have been absolutely fantastic and 
I want to thank unreservedly all the 
school staff and parents who help 
so much in putting them on for the 

children’s benefit. 

Te Reo Maori: More recently many parents, whether Maori or non-Maori, have been 
asking us to try and improve the Te Reo teaching and learning experiences at school. 
This has been a challenge and we have tried many ways to get experts on board to 
help us all make the experiences for our children more effective. Despite many of 
these attempts not always having the desired long-term, positive impact, we have not 
given up and I can now announce some wonderful news. We have applied for and 
been approved to have a whole year of professional learning and development for 
our staff in Te Reo. This will build our capacity as educators and we should be able 
to have a much more consistent, progressive and positive impact on the children’s 
learning in Te Reo and broaden their Maori experiences in terms of culture, language 
and identity. Our facilitator is an expert in this area who has worked with many 
schools in our region and I hope to organise a hui early in Term 1 next year where 
whanau can come along, meet the facilitator, hear our plans and give us more specific 
feedback about what they hope for.



If anyone has any photos of 

any of our camps and or trips 

to  Action World please could 

you send them to Maree at 

office@opua.school.nz or 

bring them into the school 

office to put on the computer.  

We would like to share them 

in next week’s newsletter and 

also on our website. 
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*  *  *  *  *  *

TONIGHT! (29th Nov) - Senior Ball/Graduation 

For Rooms 4 and 5

*  *  *  *  *  * 

30th November - Inter-School Athletics Day - 

Bledisloe Domain

*  *  *  *  *  * 

4th - 6th December - Room 2 Camp

*  *  *  *  *  * 

12th December - Prize giving Evening

*  *  *  *  *  * 

13th december - Reports go home

*  *  *  *  *  * 

14th December - mufti day, talent show & last 

day of school

*  *  *  *  *  * 

30th January - First Day of Term 1 2019

WHAT'S HAPPENING?

SCHOOL LUNCHES - 

FRIDAY SAUSAGE SIZZLE.

$2.50 - ICE BLOCK -  $1  

ORDER AT THE SCHOOL OFFICE 

BEFORE 9AM.

Wednesday 12th December 

prize giving evening

5.30 - 7pm ALL WELCOME!



A MASSIVE THANK YOU to everyone who has 

helped out at our various school camps/class outings. 

Term 4 is a very hectic time for parents and staff but is 

a wonderful time for all of our pupils who get to take 

part in experiences that are memorable and special. 

We are very lucky to have such supportive parents who 

help with the chores of general duties, supervision, 

transport as well as sharing their expertise with our 

fortunate children. 
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pta meeting 

next 

wednesday 

3.15  

all welcome


